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SUMMARY 

The current status and structure of the urban 
cassava fresh root market in Colombia is summarized, the 
storage technology to be integrated into this market is 
described and the estimated benefits of this technology to 
small farmers and urban consumers are presented. A strategy 
for initiating commercialization of the storage is proposed. 

RESUME 

L I u~age et ia MlLuctUlte du mClJtche du man.i.oc Iyr.a.i.~ en 
Coiomb.i.e Mnt lLe~ume~, ia technoiog.i.e de Mochage a .i.nteglLeJt a ce mClJtche 
e~t decMte et ie bene6.i.ce de cette technoiog.i.e pOUlt ie~ pet.i.t~ {,eJtm.i.elL~ 
et ie~ conMmmateUlt~ Ultba.i.no eM plLe~ente. 

Une ~tJtateg.i.e d I .i.n.i.t.i.at.i.on a ia commelLc.i.aU~at.i.on du ~tochage 
eM plLopo~ee. 

INTRODUCTION 

Colombia is one of the major Latin American cassava 
producing countries, with a 1983 production of approximately 
2.2 million tons (FAD, 1984). The great majority (68 per cent) 
of this is destined for consumption in fresh, unprocessed 
form by farmers and rural and urban populations, with the 
remainder principally used as an animal feed (fresh roots). 
Evidence suggests that of the roots produced for human 
consumption a large proportion, probably about 40 per cent, 
is not marketed but consumed on farm (CIAT, 1984). 
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