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This paper examines the role that cassava can play 
in meeting the development goals of Latin American and 
Caribbean countries, and outlines a strategy for implementing 
effective cassava development programs through the execution 
of pilot projects that integrate production, processing and 
marketing activities. Integrated cassava pilot projects, which 
are carried out in a representative area of a cassava pro
ducing region, aim to determine the technical and economic 
feasibility of developing traditional or establishing new 
end uses for cassava. Specifically, these projects serve to 
apply existing cassava production and processing technology, 
determine critical aspects that require further research and 
and to identify and promote suitable marketing channels. They 
also function as a learning process so that the project may 
be replicated effectively in the entire cassava producing 
region once a viable production, processing and marketing 
systems has been devised. With the objective of assisting 
national institutions in setting up integrated cassava pilot 
projects, CIAT has formed a team of an agronomist, a proces
sing specialist and an economist. Experiences to date in 
Colombia, Panama and Mexico indicate that this integrated 
approach to cassava development is leading to country wide 
benefits in terms of import substitution and the creation 
of employment in rural areas. 

RESUME 

cette commun.icat.ion exam-ine te .!tote que peut j'oueJt te man-ioc 
poUJt .!tepondlLe aux object-i{,~ de devetoppement de~ pay~ de t' AmelL-ique 
Lat{ne et de ta CaJta.tbe. Eite degage une M.Il.aUg-ie poUJt t' execut{on 
e{,{,ect-ive de plLoglLamme~ de devetoppement du man-ioc a tJr.aveJt~ ta 
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lteai.i..oat.i.on de. pltoje.to p.i.tote.o qtU .i.nteglte.nt te.o act.i.v.i.teo de. pJtoducUon, 
de. tJta.i.te.me.nt e.t de. comme.Jtc.i.aU.oat.i.on Le.o PJtoje.to pdote.o de. PJtoducUon 
.i.nteglteo de. man.i.oc qtU oont e.ntJte.plt.i.o dano un oe.cte.Ult Jte.pJteoe.ntat.i.f, 
d' une. lteg.i.on de. PJtoducUon de. man.i.oc, v.i.oe.nt a dete.Jtm.i.ne.Jt ia f,a.i..oab.i.Ute 
te.chni.que. e.t econom.i.que. de. deve.toppe.me.nt d' ut.i.UoaUono tJtadi.t.i.onne.Ue.o 
du man.i.oc ou de. t' etabUMe.me.nt de. nQuve.Ue.o uUUoaUono. Ce.o pJtoje.to 
oe.Jtve.nt ptuo PaJtUcut.i.e.Jte.me.nt a me.ttJte. e.n PJtaUque. ie.o te.chnoiog.i.e.o 
actue.tte.o de. PJtoducUon e.t de. tJta.i.te.me.nt, a dete.Jtm.i.ne.Jt te.o aope.cto CJtd.i.
que.o qtU nece.MUe.nt une. Jte.che.Jtche. utteJt.i.e.Ulte. e.t a dete.Jtm.i.ne.Jt e.t 
pJtomouvo.i.lt de.o c.i.Jt CtU to de. comme.Jtc.i.aUoaUon conve.nabie.o. Ce. Mnt 
egaie.me.nt de.o pJtoce.oouo d' e.noe..i.gne.me.nt de. oOltte. que. te. pJtoje.t pe.ut 
e.f,f,e.cUve.me.nt etJte. Jte.PJt.i.o dano toute. ia Jteg.i.on pltoductJt.i.ce. quand on 
a conc;:u un oljoteme. v.i.abie. de. pJtoducUon, de. tJta.i.te.me.nt e.t de. comme.Jtc.i.a
UoaUon. Dano te. but d' a.i.de.Jt te.o .i.notUuUono nat.i.onaie.o dano t' etabUo
oe.me.nt de. PJtoje.to p.itote.o pOUlt te. man.i.oc, te. CIAT a f,Oltme une. eqtUpe. 
compJte.nant un agltonome., un opec.i.aUote. du tJta.i.te.me.nt e.t un economiote.. 
En Cotomb.i.e., au Panama e.t au Me.x.i.que., ce.tte. apPJtoche. abouUt deja 
a de.o oucceo .i.mpolttanto dano ta JteducUon de.o .i.mpolttaUono e.t ta CJteaUon 
d' e.mpto.i.o a ta campagne.. 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the most interesting consequences of economic 
development in Latin America and the Caribbean is the concen
tration of the population in and around major cities. This 
population grouping has resulted in an unequal allocation 
of the countrys' financial resources. The periphery, where 
the majority of farm activities are located, receive compara
tively less attention and investment than the more densely 
populated and industrialized core. In spite of the compara
tively large investment in the urban industrial sector, this 
has not been able to provide full employment for the 
increasing number of rural migrants principally because the 
development of the manufacturing sector has been based largely 
on capital intensive technology, with much of the capital 
loaned from abroad. The domestic markets have often been too 
small for these industries and the external markets restricted 
by irregular quality, lack of marketing infrastructure and 
noncompetitive pricing. 

For many years the resources allocated to the 
agricultural sector of Latin American and Caribbean countries 
were mostly invested in export commodities produced by capital 
intensive systems. This tendency has resulted in the frequent 
need to import food, feeds and raw material to supply internal 
market demand. The recent foreign trade deficits that have 
characterized the economies of most of the less developed 
countries have brought about a change in agricultural policies 
in order to incentivate not only the export market but the 
production of foods and feeds for the internal market in an 
attempt to substitute imports and save foreign currency. 
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