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SUMMARY 

Axillary bud proliferation in Dioscorea trifida L. 
(CATIE introduction n° 10715) was achieved when axillary bud 
shoot tips with 4-6 leaf primordia were cultured on semi-solid 
Murashige and Skoo~ (MS) medium supplemented with several 
concentrations of N - isopentyladenine (2-iP) in combination 
with napthaleneacetic acid (NAA). The emerging buds were 
excised and individually recultured onto semi-solid MS medium 
devoid of growth regulators in order to promote root develop
ment and recovery of complete plants. 

RESUME 

La plLoU6e.lLat.{on de bOUJl.ge.on ax-iiia-ilLe. chez Dioscorea trifida 
L. (-intlLoduct.{on n° 10715 du CA TI E) a e.U 1Le.U-6-6-ie d PMt-i1L d I ape.x ayant 
4-6 plL-imolLd-ia 60UMILe. cuit-ive. -6UJl. un m-iUe.u -6e.m-i-Mi-ide. de. MURASHIGE 
et SKOOG (MS) compUte. pM d-ivelL-6e-6 concentILat.{OM de n--iMpe.ntyiaden-ine 
(2--iP) e.n comb-inMMn avec i I ac-ide. naphtaUne ace.t-ique. (ANA = NAA). 
Le-6 bOUJl.geoM appMU-6 ont e.U exc-iM-6 et lLep-ique.-6 -ind-iv.i.dueiie.ment 
-6UJl. m-iUeu MS -6em.i.-MUde. lLe.guiateUJl. de ClLo-iMance pOUJl. 6avolL-i-6elL ie 
de.veioppement lLac-inMlLe e.t pMven-i1L a de-6 piante-6 compUte-6. 

INTRODUCTION 

Yams (Dioscorea spp.) are an important source of 
medicinal compounds such as steroids and are also a carbohy
drate staple of subsistence farmers in several countries of 
the Caribbean, Central America, Africa and Asia. With the 
recent immigration of some of these peoples to the United 
States and Europe these countries have initiated importation 
of yams from the West Indies (4) and Costa Rica. 
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