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Experiments were carried out to evaluate the poten
tials of curing and use of wood ash seed dressing as an 
alternative to chemical seed dressing of yam setts, before 
planting, especially for commercial production of seed yams 
by the minisett technique. Curing was at the ambient tempe
rature for periods of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 days. These were 
compared with treatment with two recommended seed dressing 
chemicals (Thioral and Aldrex T). 

Curing of yam minisetts for 3 days and above resul
ted in high moisture loss and rapid drying of the cut 
surfaces. 

There were no significant differences in the rate 
of germination and final percentage sprout between yam setts 
treated with chemicals and those cured for one or two days. 
There was delayed sprouting and very low percentage sprout 
when curing extended up to 3 days and above. 

Reductions in leaf area, leaf area index, number 
of leaves and final tuber yield at harvest occured when curing 
extended up to 3 days. These parameters did not differ 
significantly between yam setts cured for 1 or 2 days and 
those treated with chemicals. 

Wood ash from oil palm inflorescence was as good 
as any of the chemicals used. 
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RESUME 

De.~ e.XpelL{me.ntat.ioM ont eU lLeatioee.o POWl. evaiue.1L ie.o 
pote.nt.iatiUo du CURING e.n oubot.itut{on Ii i' enILobage ch{m{que deo 
i/wgmento d' {gname avant piantaUon et ce POWl. ia comme.ILc{at(oaUon 
deo oemenceo d' {gname pM ia techn{que de.o m{ni6ILagmento. Le CURING 
a ete lLeai{oe. Ii te.mpelLatWl.e. amb{ante pendant 1, 2, 3, 4 et 5 J owl.o 
en compMa-i.oon avec deux tlLa-i.temento pM deo plLoduUo d' enILobage 
ch{m{que lLecommandeo : Th{olLai et AidlLex T. 

A pMUIL de 3 J OWl.O et au de.ili ie. CURING deo m{n{0agme.nto 
a e.nua,[ne une 601Lte. pelLte. d' humid{U et un de.oMchement {mpMtant 
de.o oWl.6aceo oect{onneeo. 

Ii n' Id ava-i.t pao de d{6t~ence. o{gn{b{cat{ve de taux de 
ge.l1.m{nat{on et de pOWl.centage b{nai de. gelLme.o enue teo 0agme.nto tlLa-i.Uo 
avec te.o plLoduUo ch{m{queo et ce.ux tlLa-i.teo pM CURING pendant 1 Ii 
2 JoUJto. Ii Id a e.u un lLetMd de tevee e.t un poUJtcentage 6a-i.bte de 
ge.l1.me.o quant ie. CURING eta-i.t plLoionge Ii 3 JoUJto et pt~. 

Ii Id a eu lLeduct{on de ta oUJt6ace totia-i.lLe, de {' {ndex de 
oUJt6ace. 6otia-i.lLe, de ta tongueUJt deo Ugeo, du nomblLe de 6e.ud{eo, du 
lLendeme.nt en tubelLcuie Ii ta lLecoite quand {e CURING a eU plLo{onge 
Ii 3 JoUJto. Ce.o pMame.tlLeo ne d{6te.lLent pao o{gn{b{caUvement POWl. te.o 
0agmento tlLa-i.Uo PM CURING pendant 1 Ii 2 JoUJto et ceux ua-i.teo 
ch{m{quemenL 

La cendlLe de {' {n6iolLeocence. du pa{m{elL Ii hui{e e.ta-i.t auoo{ 
bonne que chacun deo plLoduito ch{m{queo ut{{{oe.o. 

INTRODUCTION 

Yam (Dioscol'ea spp.) is an annual climber that is 
best propagated by means of the tuber which is a stem struc
ture (BURHILL, 1960 ; NJOKU, 1963). The yam crop, a starchy 
food, is one of the most expensive sources of calories in 
human diet in the tropics. Nervertheless, it still plays an 
important role in socio-economic lives of the people, espe
cially in Nigeria. Because of its demand, and the high cost 
of production and low multiplication ratio, there is a need 
to find methods of improving the multiplication ratio of yams 
(OKOLI, 1978), to increase the amount of "seed" available 
for "seed" and ware-yam production. 

The development of the minisett technique at the 
National Root Crops Research Institute was therefore indi
cated. Prior to the development of the minisett technique, 
OKOLI, (1978) developed the segmentation method. The segmen
tation method made use of small setts with reasonable food 
reserves and vigorously growing sprouts, but the technique, 
which involved carving out sprouted segments from the main 
tuber, was laborious and expensive. The minisett technique 
which consisted of cutting up seed yam tuber (200 - 500 g 
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