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SUMMARY 
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Apparently virus-free plants of white and purple 
cocoyams were obtained by a combination of thermotherapy 
treatment at 38 1 C for 5 to 6 weeks followed by meristem 
culture on a modified Murashige and Skoog (MS) liquid medium 
supplemented with N -benzyl adenine (BA). After 5 weeks of 
culture, emerging buds were dissected out, cut in half longi
tudinally through their apices, and each piece was transferred 
to fresh semi-solid (0.7 per cent Difco Bacto agar) MS medium 
containing elevated concentrations of BA which promoted the 
development of axillary buds. Excision of individual axillary 
buds and transfer to hormone-free semi-solid (0.7 per cent 
agar) MS medium resulted in rapid and extensive root for
mation. Plantlet survival after transfer to methyl bromide
treated soil approached 100 per cent. Initial establishment 
of plants in the field was accomplished following procedures 
normally used for vegetative propagation of these crops. 

RESUME 

Deo!> pian to!> de Maianga bianc et v.i.oiet (Xanthosoma sagittifo
lium (L.) Schott et X. violaceum Schott} appMemment .indemneo!> de v.iltoo!>e 
Mnt obtenuo!> pM cuitWl.e de me.Jt.i.o!>Umeo!> o!>Wl. un m.it.i.eu t.i.qu.ide mod.i.6.i.e. 
de MWl.Mh.i.ge et Siwog (MS) o!>uppte.mente. avec O. 1 mg/l de N benzLjia
den.ine (BA). Aplte.o!> 4 o!>ema.i.neo!> de cuitWl.e ieo!> pouo!>o!>eo!> qu.i emeltgent 
Mnt coupeeo!> iong.itud.inaiement a tltavelto!> f.eWl. apex, en 2 mo.i.t.i.eo!> et 
chaque pMt.i.e eo!>t tltaMbelte.e o!>Wl. un m.it.i.eu MS, a mo.i.t.ie. o!>ot.i.de, contenant 
5 mg/t.i.tlte de BA, qu.i pltovoque ie de.vef.oppement deo!> bOWl.geoM 
ax.if.f.a.i.lteo!>. 

L I e.xc.io!>.ion et f.e t.JtaM6eltt .ind.iv.iduef. deo!> bOWl.geono!> ax.itia.i.lteo!> 
o!>Wl. f.e m.i.t.i.eu MS de bMe condu.io!>ent a une .in.it.i.at.ion et a un devef.op
pement ltap.i.de deo!> ltac.ineo!>. 
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