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SUMMARY 

The work on aroid improvement from mid-1982 to the 
present in the English speaking islands of the Eastern 
Caribbean, was reported. The crops studied were dasheen (Colo
casia esculenta (L.) Schott var. esculenta) , eddoe (Colocasic. escu
lenta (L.) Sc hot t var. antiquorwn) and t anni a (Xanthosoma s pp. 
Schott) Research and Development work based on constraints i
dentified in CARD! farming systems root crop and aroid 
production surveys, yielded the following results descrip
tion of one hundred (100) aroid cultivars ; the identification 
of eleven (11) "elite" tannia cultivars the selection of 
three (3) tannia hybrids ; the development of systems for 
the multiplication of "clean" tannia plants ; the description 
of the "tannia root rot disease", its cause and methods for 
its management. An improved package of practices for tannia 
production was tested and the shelf-life of dasheen corms 
was prolonged to over four (4) weeks. Recommendations for 
further work in the major activities are made. 

RESUME 

Le.0 tl1.a'.'aux. POWl. i'ame.i.i.oltat.i.on de.-!J Mo.tde.e.0 de. ta m.i.-1982 
a aujoWl.d' hu.i., daM te.0 ·Ue.-!J angiophone.-!J de. ia CMa.tbe. olt.i.e.ntate., ont 
e.te. plte.0e.nte.-!J. Le.-!J cmtWl.e.-!J 0u.i.vante.-!J ont e.te. e.tud.i.e.e.-!J : dach-ine. ( Coloca
sia esculenta (L) Schoot VM. escuZenta) , madelte. glta.i.ne. (c. escuZenta 
(L.) Schott VM. antiquorum) e.t Maianga (Xanthosoma -!Jpp. Schott). Le.-!J 
tJtavaux. de. lte.che.ltche. e.t d' appt.i.cat.i.on baM-!J -!JWl. de.-!J e.nquete.-!J de. pltoduc
t.i.on du CARDI -!JWl. te.-!J -!JLj-!Jteme.-!J d' e.x.pto.i.tat.i.on de.-!J piante.-!J a tube.ltcme.-!J, 
ont condu.i.t aux. lte.-!Juitat-!J -!Ju.i.vant-!J : de.-!JCJt.i.pt.i.on de. ce.nt emU VM-!J d' MOt
de.e.-6 .i.de.nt.i.6{caUon de. onze. cutUVM0 "e.iae." de. maianga ; -!Je.te.cUon 
de. tJtO{-!J hLjblt.i.de.-!J de. maianga ; te. de.ve.toppe.me.nt de. -!JLjMe.me.0 de. muit.i.
pUcat.i.on de. piant~ "~a.i.nY' de. maianga ; ta de.~CJt.i.pt.i.on de. ia "maiadi.e. 
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de ta POUJu1..itwz.e de-ll l1.ac.ine-ll du maianga", -Ile-ll cau-lle-ll et te-ll me.thode-ll 
de tutte. Un eMembte de pl1.at.ique-ll am e.i.i 011. e.e-ll powz. ta pl1.oduct.ion du 
maianga a e.te. te-llte. et ta dwz.e.e de COMel1.Vat.ion de-ll l1.e.coite-ll de dach.ine 
a e.te. pOI1.te.e a quaue -Ilema.ine-ll. Nou-ll pl1.e.-IlentoM de-ll l1.ecommendaUoM 
powz. de 6utwz.e-ll l1.echel1.che-ll daM te-ll pl1..inc.ipaux doma.ine-ll. 

INTRODUCTION 

The edible aroids (Colocasia spp and Xanthosoma spp 
Fam ARACEAE) are a traditional staple food for the people of 

the Eastern Caribbean Islands. Tannia (Xanthosoma spp), dasheen 
(Colocasia esculenta var. esculenta) and eddoes (Colocasia esculenta 
var. antiquorum) are the principal edible aroids grown. Banana 
or tree crop based production systems predominate on small 
subsistence farms. Pure stands are rare. Over the past decade 
there was a trend of increasing aroid exports both to the 
Caribbean Region and the U. K., from the Eastern Caribbean 
and particularly from Dominica (Table 1). 

Table l. Exports of Aroids and other root 
crops fromDominica, metric tons. 

Crop/Year 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 

Dasheen 217 214 101 107 192 174 331 413 

Tannia 227 182 83 55 139 123 174 227 

Yam 92 63 28 12 27 39 70 91 

Sweet potato 18 10 6 3 3 3 8 10 

Source Annual Overseas Trade Reports. Central Statistics Office, 
Roseau. 
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