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Kiribati is a small island state consisting of 33 
coral atolls in the Central Pacific. The only important staple 
root crop is the giant swamp taro (CYY'tospeY'ma chamissonis Schott) 
Merr.). known locally as babai. Babai is grown in pits dug 
down to the water lenses of the atolls. Its production is 
very labour intensive. Yields of babai in different atolls 
vary greatly and range between 10-25 t/ha/year. In this 
extremely resource restricted environment the production of 
any crop is difficult. A project designed to produce large 
quantities of babai on commercial lines on Tarawa atoll may 
be an important stategy in reducing dependency on imported 
foods by the urban population. 

RESUME 

K,i.Jt-ibat.i. e.M un pe.t-Lt e.tat -iMuta-i.lte. compoM de. 33 atoUo 
coltaue.no dano te. ce.ntlte. du Pac-i6,Lque.. La oe.ute. cuttUILe. de. Itac-ine. de. 
baoe. e.ot te. tMO ge.ant (c. chamissonis Schott) Me.JtJt.). appe.U tocate.me.nt 
"baba-i.". Le. "baba-i." e.M cutUve. dano de.o bOOOe.O Clte.uoe.e.o juoqu' a ta 
nappe. phJte.at-ique. de.o atotto. Sa PJtoducUon e.M haute.me.nt conMmmatJt-ice. 
de. ma-i.n d' oe.uvJte.. Le.o Ite.nde.me.nto vM-ie.nt cOM-ide.Jtabte.me.nt a tJtave.Jto 
te.o atoUo. aUant de. lOa 25 tl hal anne.e.. DaM ce. m-iue.u aux Ite.MOUILCe.o 
e.xtJte.me.me.nt Um-iUe.o. ta pJtoduct-ion de. to ute. CuitUILe. e.M d-iU.ic-ite.. Un 
pJtogJtamme. v.ioant a pltodu.iJte. de. gJtande. quant-iU de. baba.i OUIL de.o baoe.o 
comme.Jtc-iate.o oUIL t' atoU. de. TMawa pOUILJta-Lt e.tlte. une. otJtaUg-ie. de. vate.UIL 
pOUIL Ite.du.ilte. ta de.pe.ndance. de. ta poputat-ion UlLba-i.ne. at' e.gMd de.o 
aUme.nto -impoltte.o. 
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